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It was on a Friday morning that they took me from the cell, 
  And I saw they had a carpenter to crucify as well. 
You can blame it onto Pilate, you can blame it on the Jews, 
  You can blame it on the Devil, but it’s God I accuse. 

“You can blame it onto Adam, you can blame it onto Eve, 
  You can blame it on the apple, but that I can’t believe. 
It was God that made the Devil, and the woman, and the man, 
  And there wouldn’t be an apple if it wasn’t in the plan.” 

“Now Barabbas was a killer, and they let Barabbas go, 
  But you are being crucified for nothing here below; 
And God is up in Heaven, but He doesn’t do a thing, 
  With a million angels watching, and they never move a wing.” 

“To hell with Jehovah,” to the carpenter I said. 
  “I wish that a carpenter had made the world instead. 
Goodbye and good luck to you: our ways they will divide. 
  Remember me in Heaven, the man you hung beside.”  
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V: CHRIST’S RETURN (Karl Przywala) 

Texts: I Thess. ൮:൫൭-൫൲, Mt. ൬൮:൭൰-൯൫. 

Καὶ πάλιν ἐρχόμενον μετὰ δόξης κρῖναι ζῶντας καὶ νεκρούς, 
οὗ τῆς βασιλείας οὐκ ἔσται τέλος. 

“And He will come again with glory, to judge both the living 
and the dead; his kingdom will have no end.” 

When I was at theological college in Australia, a friend was 
much perturbed because the bishop of the diocese where he was 
due to be ordained had said that he thought that Christ’s return 
had already happened. The idea espoused by the errant bishop 
was that this had occurred with the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. 

Should I be pleased at this novel concept? It does, after all, 
appear to give a fillip to the so-called filioque clause2 , of which 
I am an advocate – “the Holy Spirit ... proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.” Yes, we may refer to the Holy Spirit as the Spirit 
of Jesus. 

But I wanted to ask the bishop (no names, no pack drill!), how 
he felt about the Holy Communion service, which is referred to 
as “a perpetual memorial of (Jesus’) precious death, until his 

2 Not original, but added later into the Latin text of the Nicene Creed. It 
originated in Spain, and was not officially adopted by Rome for several 
centuries. 
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creativity and modesty, worship and original thought, aspir-
ation and reality, what we seem and what we are. 

There will be no trace of evil or sin. It may be that all our work 
will be accounted worthless: those who belong to Christ can-
not be condemned as unacceptable [Jn. ൰], and I know that 
some of you hearing me have that assurance; but every bit of 
their record may be good for nothing but the bonfire. We may 
escape the burning building with less than the clothes on our 
backs [I Cor. ൭:൫൪-൫൯]. 

There will be no more marriage as we know it [Lk. ൬൪:൭൮ ff.]. 
Where does that leave me, who hold that men are the most 
beautiful things that God ever made, and that a faithful, 
passionate Christian husband is God’s best gift to woman in 
this world? We will be “as the angels”. That must mean a life 
not less, but infinitely more, full of joy, excitement, colour 
and light, and the faculties to receive them. Thomas Aquinas 
postulated seven sexes, all capable of complete inter-
penetration. I am not yet spiritual enough to look forward with 
much anticipation to endless worship like what we have here, 
even with Johann Sebastian Bach running the music. 
Wouldn’t it be dull? Not if it is the big idea, not just a slice of 
it. Not if it encompasses succession, experience and growth. 
Not if the light of the glory of God is broken in that brave new 
world as by a prism into an infinite variety of beautiful people 
of all races, whose stories we may listen to for ever and ever. 
Not if there is music to compose, hear and perform. We may, 
I believe, look forward at the very least to the restoration of all 
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